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From the Chair 
I always look forward to the AGM 

both to talk with fellow trail enthusi-

asts and to hear the guest speaker. 

This year we’ll be doing something a 

little different because of the effect 

of the Emerald Ash Borer (EAB) on 

our local landscapes. We’ll have a 

representative from GRCA Forestry 

give a short talk about the effect of 

EAB plus we’ll have our Guest  

speaker (Al MacPherson) talking 

about the Trans Canada Trail – The 

Great Trail. It promises to be an in-

teresting meeting.  

I first met Al MacPherson back in 

2010 at a Hike Ontario Annual Sum-

mit in Lindsay. I was struck by how 

innovative his thinking was towards 

trail development. Al has an interest-

ing and varied background. He was 

a Park Superintendent at several  

Ontario Provincial Parks. He’s been 

heavily involved in Trans Canada 

Trails Ontario as past Chair and is 

Geography Professor Emeritus from 

Fleming College/Trent University. 

We’ve had a lot of great speakers 

over the years and this year will be 

no exception.  I’m thrilled that we  

 

could get Al this year as 2017 was a 

pivotal year for the Trans Canada 

Trail – The Great Trail. As the long-

est recreational trail in the world, 

The Great Trail offers a wide range 

of activities through a variety of 

landscapes – urban, rural and      

wilderness, along greenways,      

waterways and roadways. 

The ECTA is a member of Hike   

Ontario and has been for many 

years. Hike Ontario is an umbrella 

organization for hiking and walking 

groups.  This year's Hike Ontario 

Summit will be hosted by the      

Ganaraska Hiking Trail Association, 

which is celebrating its 50th anniver-

sary at Lakehead University in Orillia 

on September 28-30, 2018. Hike 

Ontario is planning a number of 

activities and more details will be 

available at www.hikeontario.ca. If 

you’re into trails, it’s well worth 

checking out. 

We have more trail improvements 

projects we are looking at for 2018 

which we’ll discuss at the AGM.  

 

See you at the AGM. See you on the 

trail. 

 

J Raymond Soucy 

  

Ash Trees coming down due to Emerald Ash Borer 

We`ll have more details at the AGM. The GRCA section of the Elora Cataract Trailway has many Ash trees that in 

the coming few years will be cut down due to the Emerald Ash Borer. At our AGM we’ll have a speaker from the 

GRCA Forestry department talking about what the plans are for the Elora Cataract Trailway. It will certainly 

change the look of the Trailway in the affected areas. Luckily for us, Communitrees has already been planting in 

some of the affected areas. 

Be sure to check out our website 

for all the latest news: 

www.trailway.org 

http://www.hikeontario.ca


 

A Special Thank You to   

Township of Centre           

Wellington for all of their   

continued support 

UPCOMING EVENTS WITH THE ECTA 

WE HOPE TO SEE YOU THERE! 

Be sure to check out our website for all 

the latest news: www.trailway.org 

The Founder’s Project Exhibit 

RAILS to TRAILS @                   
Wellington Country  

Museum and Archives 

 

EXTENDED UNTIL APRIL 15
th
 

2018 then it`s gone. 

 



When does my membership expire? 

If you look at your envelope, above the ad-

dress field and to the right, you will see 

“Membership Expiry:’” following by a year. 

For example if you see Membership Expiry: 

2017, this means your member ship expired 

12/31/2017 and is due for renewal.  

 

Please Renew your Membership 

Your Association has been busy this year with lots planned for the coming years. Renewing your membership provides 

the necessary funds to continue to operate the Association and all the ongoing projects. Equally important, a large 

membership demonstrates that many people care about the ECT and what happens to it. We should never take it for 

granted. We have two options, a one year membership for $25 and a 5 year membership for $100. 

 

Our wonderful social media volunteer 

 

Melanie Gardner is an Elora resident and owner of a local graphic 

design firm called Magnesium Studio. She has been our social 

media volunteer for several years now, and we think she deserves 

a big thank you from all of us.  

 

Mel’s involvement with us started with the updating of our web-

site content way back in 2013. That was also the year Mel started 

doing our Facebook page. If you’ve enjoyed all those great trail 

pictures and updates, now you know who to thank.  We also have 

a Twitter account, and Mel has been actively tweeting and re-

tweeting for us since 2015.  When asked why she volunteers she 

commented on how she loves sharing information and educating 

people about the environment/nature, and the followers of the 

Trailway is a great audience for that. So if you haven’t been fol-

lowing us on Twitter or Facebook, check us out. 

 

Our AGM posters the past three years have looked fantastic - 

thanks to Mel’s talent. 

 

A BIG THANK YOU MEL. 



Guest Speaker for this years AGM 

2017 was a banner year for the Trans Canada Trail – The Great Trail. Twenty-Five years in the making The Great 

Trail now consists of more than 24,000 kilometres of multi-use trails, linking Canada and Canadians. A local section 

called the Cottontail Road Trail was added in 2016 linking the Elora Cataract Trailway to the G2G Trail. 

We are thrilled to have Al MacPherson as our special Guest speaker this year. Currently, Al is President of the Ka-

wartha Trans Canada Trail Association and past Chair of the Board of Directors for Trans Canada Trail Ontario.  

Check it out at www.thegreattrail.ca 

 

 

 

“Thank You!” 

to Sentex for providing ECTA with Free Web 

Hosting 

Please consider Sentex when looking for an 

ISP. 

www.sentex.net 

When paying by Cheque: 

Our bank is refusing cheques that do not include the complete name of 

the association—including the word “Association”. When writing out 

your membership or donation cheque, please make it out to: 

“Elora Cataract Trailway Association” 

 

Trailway Map available on IOS and Android 

If you are interested in getting the Trailway map on your 

phone or iPad, download the free “the Great Trail” app. Since 

we are a part of the Trans Canada Trail, The Elora Cataract 

Trailway is included in the app.  

 

Newsletter Editor: Courtney Ecclestone & J Raymond Soucy 

 

LAST CALL FOR 

ECTA T-SHIRT 

 

We still have a few T-

Shirts left and we`ll 

be selling them as an 

AGM only special 

price of $5 (regular 

$15) but only at the 

AGM. Get them 

while you can. 

https://thegreattrail.ca/

